
 

 

MINUTES OF THE SOUTHFIELD TOWNSHIP BOARD OF TRUSTEES 

REGULAR MEETING HELD ON March 10, 2026 

______________________________________________________________________________ 
Supervisor Mooney called March 10, 2026, Regular Meeting of the Southfield Township Board of 
Trustees to order in the boardroom at Southfield Township Town Hall at 6:00 PM. 
 

Present:   Clerk Giesbrecht, Treasurer Chalifoux, Supervisor Mooney, Trustee Newitt,  

  Trustee Fayz, Trustee Borowski 

Absent:    Trustee Clark 

Others Present:   Deputy Clerk Rekau 
 
 
 

Consent Agenda  

26-05 Motion by Trustee Newitt, seconded by Treasurer Chalifoux, approved consent agenda: 

1. Minutes from the January 15, 2026, Regular Board of Trustees Meeting. 
2. Monthly expenditures of January 2026, amount $120,705.99. 
3. Monthly expenditures of February 2026, amount $44,908.96. 
 

Nays: Fayz 
Motion carried 

 
 

New Business 
 

26-06 Motion by Treasurer Chalifoux, seconded by Trustee Borowski, approved the following  

 institutions for ACH transactions; Flagstar Bank, IRS, Oakland County, Birmingham Schools, ADP, 

 Pay It LLC, MERS, Empower, State of Michigan. 
 

Ayes: Fayz, Borowski, Newitt, Chalifoux, Giesbrecht, Mooney 
Nays:     None 
Motion carried 

 

26-07 Motion by Trustee Borowski, seconded by Clerk Giesbrecht, approved that poverty or hardship 

exemption applicants must meet the Federal Poverty Income Guidelines issued by the OMB as of 

12/31/2025, multiplied by a rate of 250% (x 2.5). 

Income standards as listed:   Size   Current        250%              
             of family unit  poverty amt         poverty amt         
                 1    $ 15,650      $  39,125          
     2    $ 21,150     $  52,875                     
     3    $ 26,650      $  66,625                       
     4    $ 32,150     $  80,375                      
     5    $ 37,650      $  94,125                      
     6    $ 43,150      $107,875                    
     7    $ 48,650    $121,625                        
     8                 $ 54,150      $135,375                      

each additional person, add   $   5,500  $  13,750                       
 

Ayes: Borowski, Newitt, Chalifoux, Giesbrecht, Mooney 
Nays:     Fayz 
Motion carried 

 
 
 
 



 

 

26-08 Motion by Trustee Borowski, seconded by Treasurer Chalifoux, approved resolution for Poverty 

Exemption Guidelines & Resident Letters of Protest. Requiring the governing body to determine 

and make the policy and guidelines used by the Board of Review in granting reductions in 

property assessments due to limited income and assets, available to the public. 
 

Ayes: Newitt, Chalifoux, Giesbrecht, Mooney, Borowski 
Nays:     Fayz 
Motion carried 

 
PUBLIC HEARING – 2026/2027 FY Budget 
 

Supervisor Mooney called the March 10, 2026, Public Hearing for FY2026-2027 Budget of the Southfield 

Township Board of Trustees to order at 6:17pm. 
Public comments: 
Racheal Hrydziuszko, (Evergreen Rd), commented on the budget. She found it confusing. 
Damon Hrydziuszko, (Evergreen Rd), commented residents on fixed incomes are struggling to pay taxes.  
 

Supervisor Mooney closed the Public Hearing at 6:21 pm. 

 
 
26-09 Motion by Trustee Newitt, seconded by Trustee Borowski, approved the 2026-2027 budget in 

the amount of $1,444,375. 
 

Ayes: Chalifoux, Giesbrecht, Mooney, Borowski, Newitt 
Nays:     Fayz 
Motion carried 

 

26-10 Motion by Treasurer Chalifoux, seconded by Supervisor Mooney, approved the General/Special 

Appropriations Act Fiscal Year April 1, 2026 - March 31, 2027. 
 

Ayes: Giesbrecht, Mooney, Borowski, Newitt, Chalifoux 
Nays:     Fayz 
Motion carried 

 

26-11 Motion by Clerk Giesbrecht, seconded by Treasurer Chalifoux, approved amendments to the 

FY2025-2026 budget as follows:    

101-209-802.502 Real Property Assessing   $   96,000.00 
101-215-701.000 Salary & Wages    $     4,000.00 
101-266-930.000 Repairs & Maintenance   $     1,700.00 
101-267-801.000 Legal Fees    $     3,000.00 
101-267-801.500 Computer/IT    $     8,200.00 
FROM:101-191-975.100 CAP Expenditures - Election Total:     $112,900.00 

 

Ayes: Mooney, Borowski, Newitt, Chalifoux, Giesbrecht  
Nays:     Fayz 
Motion carried 

 

26-12 Motion by Trustee Newitt, seconded by Trustee Borowski, approved the renewal of the  

MML Liability and Property Pool Insurance Certificate premium in the amount of $10,788.00. 
 

Ayes: Fayz, Borowski, Newitt, Chalifoux, Giesbrecht, Mooney  
Nays:     None 
Motion carried 

 
 

 



 

 

 

26-13 Motion by Supervisor Mooney, seconded by Trustee Newitt, approved the Principles of 

Governance encouraged by the Michigan Township Association (MTA) to demonstrate a code of 

conduct for the township and a commitment to effectively solve problems and conduct township 

business in a manner consistent with our community’s expectations and values. 
 

Ayes: Borowski, Newitt, Chalifoux, Giesbrecht, Mooney 
Nays:     Fayz 
Motion carried 
 

 

Public Comments:  
 

Tim Mercer, Village of Beverly Hills, elected officials do not owe their constitutes a reason why they vote 

one way or the other. It would be nice to know the reason why you vote one way another. Appalled at 

the disrespect Trustee Fayz showed towards Rana, auditor. During her presentation the information 

given was to guide you to make your budgeting decision, not to question her about your budget. Feels 

the board should be a little more professional to the people who come in to our community. 

 

Board Comments 

 

 

Trustee Newitt: Thanked Vince for doing his due diligence, taking the time and appreciates all the good 
work everyone is doing here. 
 
Trustee Borowski: Attached comments.  
 
 

Treasurer Chalifoux: The 2025 tax collection is complete, 98% of taxes levied have been collected by the 

township. The remaining taxes considered outstanding will now be collected by the Oakland County 

Treasurer. The settlement process has begun. Invited and encouraged residents and board members to 

ask questions for clarification on budget or tax items. 

Supervisor Mooney: We do a lot of work here; we have a staff of 4.5 people; we were down 2 people 

last month. Commended Tina Rekau, Nancy Scott, and Kim Chalifoux for their hard work, we pitch in and 

help each other out and we all work together incredibly well. 

Clerk Giesbrecht: All Animal Control, Police and Fire reports have been received and are available for 

review in my office. Reminded everyone that there will be an election in August and November. Happy 

Spring, April Fool’s Day and see you at the April meeting. 

 

Being no further business for discussion, Supervisor Mooney adjourned meeting at 7:15 PM. 

 
 

Janet Mooney    Eileen Giesbrecht 
Supervisor    Clerk 

 

 
 
 
 
Respectfully submitted by: Tina M Rekau, Deputy Clerk  

 
 
 
 

 


