
 

 

MINUTES OF THE SOUTHFIELD TOWNSHIP BOARD OF TRUSTEES 

REGULAR MEETING HELD ON January 15, 2026 

______________________________________________________________________________ 
Supervisor Mooney called January 15, 2026, Regular Meeting of the Southfield Township Board of 
Trustees to order in the boardroom at Southfield Township Town Hall at 5:30 PM. 
 

Present: Clerk Giesbrecht, Treasurer Chalifoux, Supervisor Mooney, Trustee Newitt, Trustee Clark 

Trustee Fayz, Trustee Borowski 

Others:  Deputy Clerk Rekau, Rana Emmons PSLZ, LLP 
 

Consent Agenda 

26-01 Motion by Trustee Newitt, seconded by Treasurer Chalifoux, approved consent agenda: 

1. Minutes from the December 2025 Board of Trustees Regular Meeting. 
2. Monthly expenditures for December 2025 in the amount of $85,464.19. 

 

Nays: Fayz 
Motion carried 

 

New Business 
 

Auditor, Rana Emmons of PSLZ, LLP was recognized and presented the FY 2024-2025 Audited Financial 

Report with the following points: 

a. Southfield Township received the highest level of audit possible, which is an unmodified 

opinion, no exceptions, disclaimers, or adverse items to report. 

b. The Township’s largest source of revenue is property taxes. 

c. State shared revenue is minimal. The state has some new formulas but will offer no 

significant increase to the township. 

d. Interest income is up this year due to beneficial interest rates and sound investing. 

e. This year the reported election expense was approximately $82,000 compared to $58,000 

last year. This amount varies based on the number of elections held in a FY. 

f. Major capital assets this year, included Town Hall improvements and election equipment. 
 

Several questions directed to Ms. Emmons were asked about the budget and Supervisor Mooney replied 

that these would be addressed during the budget discussion. 
 

26-02 Motion by Trustee Borowski, seconded by Trustee Newitt, approved to receive and file the  

FY 2024-2025 Audited Financial Report. 
 

Ayes: Fayz, Borowski, Newitt, Clark, Chalifoux, Giesbrecht, Mooney 
Nays:     None 
Motion carried 

 
 

Preliminary budget discussion and overview.  Questions were asked and answered.  Final approval of 
the FY2026-2027 Budget will occur at the March 10, 2026, meeting.  No action was taken. 
 

26-03 Motion by Clerk Giesbrecht, seconded by Trustee Clark, approved to designate Franklin Library 

as the recipient of Penal Fine money collected by Oakland County Circuit Court and District Court 

to be used exclusively for library funding. 
 

Ayes: Borowski, Newitt, Clark, Chalifoux, Giesbrecht, Mooney, Fayz 
Nays:     None 
Motion carried 

 
 



 

 

26-04 Motion by Trustee Newitt, seconded by Trustee Borowski, approved the funds received from 

the National Opioid Settlement Fund to purchase Narcan to be available to interested Township 

residents upon requested. 
 

Ayes: Newitt, Clark, Chalifoux, Giesbrecht, Mooney, Fayz, Borowski 
Nays:     None 
Motion carried 

 

Public Comment 

 

Rachael Hrydziuszko (Evergreen), commented on fund balance levels, the bid process, tax dollar 

planning, and additional information to be included on our website. 

 

Betty Croft (Southfield Rd. business owner), referred to the audit information provided and size of the 

general fund. Suggested thoughtful spending and attention to general fund decisions for next year. 

 

Karen Gilbert (Amherst), supported discussion on the millage rate, noting minimal personal savings if the 

millage was lowered. Stated reserve funds should be set at appropriate levels. 

 

Damon Hrydziuszko (Evergreen), questioned the need for a large fund balance, stating the township has 

alternatives in a financial crisis, including borrowing money, declaring bankruptcy, and submitting to 

Michigan’s Emergency Manager Law. Felt the concerns presented for the need of a fund balance were 

overstated.  
 

Board Comments 

 

Trustee Fayz, suggested identifying a reasonable reserve and exploring options such as refunding 
money, lowering the millage rate, or finding a project that benefits the people of constituent villages. 
 

Trustee Newitt, supported current financial management and investment of funds. Stated he sees no 
significant issues. Questioned some false information being circulated. 
 

Trustee Clark, thanked attendees for participating in the meeting. 
 

Treasurer Chalifoux, as a General Law Township the township is bound by Dillon’s Rule which limits 
spending to the statutorily requirements of running elections, collecting taxes, and assessing property. 
The township operates out of one general fund. Like prior administrations it is the goal to invest tax 
money wisely and save money whenever possible. The township has operated without raising the 
millage rate over the last 15 years or adding an additional 1% administration fee allowed by Michigan 
law. 
  

Clerk Giesbrecht, budget and audit information are available on the website using the search button. 
Contact the clerk’s office for any additional information not currently on the website. The clerk has a 
statutory responsibility to conduct elections and provide the public records under FOIA. The township is 
responsible with its required tasks and is financially conservative. Commented it was nice to see all in 
attendance. 
 

Supervisor Mooney, thanked the clerk and treasurer for preparing budget and the graphs. The township 
provides information as it becomes available and as needed. Over many years the township has been 
saving money to do a much-needed renovation without raising the millage rate. This resulted in a 
temporary higher-than-normal fund balance. The fund balance has been declining and will continue to 
decline due to increasing costs. Does not believe in filing bankruptcy or borrowing money and believes 
the board would not approve taking that approach. 
 

Being no further business for discussion, Supervisor Mooney adjourned meeting at 7:15 PM. 
 

Janet Mooney    Eileen Giesbrecht 
Supervisor    Clerk 

 

 
Respectfully submitted by: Tina M Rekau, Deputy Clerk  


